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having two oppos i te e nds , e ach defin e d by a brack e t mountod to the util i ty 
v e h i cl e body, an upper, coupler link d e fin e d by a portion of th e hood - mount e d 
brack e t and having two opposite onds , a comparatively longer, front rocker link, 
and a comparatively shorter, back rocker link. Each of tho front and back -li nk s , 
wh i ch aro rockor l i nks, has a l ow e r ond connected p i vota ll y to on e of th e opposit e 
onds of tho fixed l i nk and an upp e r e nd conn e ctod pivotally to ono of th e opposit e 
e nds of th e coup l er link. The front, back, and coupler links are displaceabte so 
that the upper end of the back link is movable toward and away from the lower 
end of the front lin k, between pos i t i ons on oppos i t e sid e s of a cent e r lin e drawn 
botwoon th e low e r e nd of tho back l i nk and th e oth e r e nd of tho coupl e r l ink . An 
extensible-retractable spring connected between the rocker links biases the 
upper end of the back link toward the lower end of the front link. Ac measured 
along the front and back links rospoctivo l y, a front -e nd of th e spring i s 
comparat i vo l y closer to tho lowor ond of tho front link a nd a back e nd of th e 
spring is comparativ el y farther from th e-l ow e r e nd of th e back li nk . 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) For a tractor equipped with a loader bucket, a 
A hinge assembly for hinging a tractor hood on a tractor body so as to enable the 
hood to open upwardly and backwardly from the front end of the tractor, the 
hinge assembly comprising a double-rocker, four-link mechanism, including a 
hood-mounted bracket comprising one link, the hood-mounted bracket being 
mounted to an underside of the tractor hood, near a back end of the tractor hood; 
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